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Description: 

Nannoconus borealis PERCH-NIELSEN, 1979 

Nannoconus 
borealis 

Figs. 1-4 - Nannoconus borealis n. sp. (LM (1,4) and SEM 
pictures from sample KPN 261/55 from the Barremian of 
Speeton, UK. Fig. 3 = Holotype. 1, 4) X 3200; 2, 3) X 2500. 

Diagnosis: A large form of Nannoconus with an enlarged basal part, a relatively 

long, slender and slightly curved middle part and a slightly enlarged distal 

part. The central canal is barely visible in the basal part and narrow in the 

middle and distal part. 

Description: The basal part is often twice as wide as the middle part and 

about half as high. It consists of coarser elements than the middle part or 

stem. Like in the stem, they are arranged in a spiral. The stem and the distal 

part are also decorated with ridges running at about 90° to the spirals of the 

elements building them. They are probably a preservational feature. The 

elements building the stem and the distal part are flatter than those of the base. 

Remarks: 

N. borealis resembles N. boletus, but its stem is longer and its base larger. 

N. dauvillieri also has a smaller base and no distally enlarged part. 
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Type level: 

Barremian. 
Occurrence: N. borealis is quite common in one sample from the Barremian of 
Speeton (layer MB), where also Nannoconus abundans and other forms of this 
genus occur. With the repeated findings of Nannoconus in the North Sea area, 
Nannoconus must now be regarded as a cosmopolitan genus rather than a strictly 
tethyan one as claimed by Berger & Roth 1975. 

Type locality: 

Speeton, U. K. 

Depository: 

Holotype: Pl. 1, figs . 3 (neg. 6-2521/2 ETH SEM Archive, Honggeberg, 
Zurich. 

Author: 

Perch-Nielsen K., 1979, p. 266; pl. 1, figs. 1-4. 

Reference: 

Calcareous Nannofossils from the Cretaceous between the North Sea and the 
Mediterranean. Aspekte der Kreide Europas. lUGS serie A, no. 6, pp. 223-272, 
2 pls. 
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